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18 July 1853

Holland, Michigan

A meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church of Holland was held at the
home of the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. Members present were elders Jonkers,
Broek, Labots, and Appeldoorn and deacons Keppel, Wilterdink, and de Weerd. Van
Raalte, as usual, opened with prayer. Jonkers requested the pastor to let them know
ahead of time when he would be absent from the congregation "so that appropriate
measures can be taken for a good reading sermon." Labots, Plugger, and Broek were
appointed as readers of sermons during the pastor's absences. Van Raalte again served as
the clerk.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 64-65.
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Meeting Held on July 18, 1853 at the home of Rev. van Raalte
Present were Elders Jonkers, Broek, Labots, and Appeldoorn; and Deacons Keppel,
Wilterdink and de Weerd; as well as Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, and the minutes
of the previous session were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Willemke Veenstra, who previously in the Netherlands had been rebuked
for disrespect over against her father, appeared at the meeting. A statement made earlier
seems to have been destroyed. She was requested to write to her father, confessing her
guilt and ask of him a response. In addition, she was asked to provide a new membership
statement from her former pastor. She promises to do so.
ARTICLE 3 — Two sisters, Hendrike and Geesje Veeneklaassen; the first age 17 and the
second age 20, appear requesting permission to be admitted to the Lord's Supper. After
questioning and confessing their sin and misery, and their redemption in Christ, with a
desire to live a life of thanksgiving, it becomes apparent to the brothers that, in spite of
much ignorance, there are sufficient reasons for a joyful admission to the table of the
Lord.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Labots requests a statement of membership for Brother van den
Berg and his spouse, Berendina Kamperbeek. This request was granted.
ARTICLE 5 — A lengthy and cordial conversation takes place concerning the precious
institution of the ministry of the gospel, and the most recent
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sermons preached. There is discussion about what everyone must avoid, so that he may
work more profitably in the congregation.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Jonkers requests that the pastor always give timely information
concerning his absence from the congregation, so that appropriate measures can be taken
for a good reading sermon. The pastor promises to do so, and lay readers were chosen,
consisting of Brothers Labots, Plugger, and Broek.
ARTICLE 7 — Complaints concerning Brother van der Leijster were presented, centering
in his failure to hold to agreed contracts and insincerity. The Brothers Broek and Keppel
were requested to handle this matter.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided that the public accounting of the church finances will be
presented on New Year's Day.
ARTICLE 9 — The meeting was closed with a prayer of thanksgiving by Brother Broek.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on August 1, 1853

Present were Elders Appeldoorn, Hekhuis, and Jonker, as well as Deacons de Weerd,
Wilterdink, Keppel, and Plugger, as well as Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Appeldoorn, after which
the minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Concerning the complaint and the evil rumors about Brother van
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